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relied upon to grow that crop which is likely to give him the
highest net return. Furthermore, we find that, in spite of great
ups and downs in the price of sugar in the last twenty years,
the acreage under sugar-cane in India has been steadily in-
creasing, the figures (in thousands of acres) for the four quin-
quennia, 1909-10 to 1913-14, 1914-15 to 1918-19, 1919-20
to 1923-24, and 1924-25 to 1928-29, being 2,619, 2,695, 2,848
and 2,906 respectively.1 It will be noticed that the percentage
increase in the area under cane in each successive quinquennium
over that of the previous one is 2*9, 5-6 and 2-0 respectively,
while the acreage in the last quinquennium represents an
increase of 10-5 per cent over that of the first. This would also
indicate that as long as sugar-cane appears to the cultivator
to be the most profitable among the competing crops, there
is no reason to fear that the area under cane would decline or
to assume that the cultivator needs any external and artificial
stimulus to continue growing cane in preference to other
competing crops.

If, on the other hand, due to a change in the relative levels
of prices, the substitution of some other crop for sugar-cane
gave a greater net advantage to the cultivator, there could be
no sound reasons, economic or otherwise, why the operation
of economic forces should be interfered with and the cultivation
of cane bolstered up at the cost of the tax-payer.2 That the
cultivation of some other crop might be on the whole more
profitable than that of sugar-cane in certain areas and over a
period of years has been well illustrated in the case of jute
cultivation in Bengal. While in the United Provinces, the
Punjab, Bombay, Madras and some of the Indian states, there
was a fairly steady increase in the area under cane during the
twenty years, 1909-10 to 1928-29, the cane acreage in Bengal

1 Agricultural Statistics of British India and Native States.
* This is also the comment recently made by the Economic Committee of
the League of Nations on the artificial encouragement of beet-sugar culti-
vation. [The World Sugar Situation: Report by the Economic Committee
of the League of Nations, 1929, p. 14,]